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Exclusively at PERFORMANCE DAYS: Top value workshops with GreenroomVoice and AIR

An important topic for the sportswear sector: 
Sustainable Production – Close the Loop 

The sportswear sector is open to the use of recycled textiles, but the implementation is often still in its infancy. As a special service at the upcoming PERFORMANCE DAYS trade fair in April, the sustainability platform GreenroomVoice and are offering two free workshops that deal with the Focus Topic of the next fair: "Recycled and Recyclable." Lecturers Anna Rodewald from GreenroomVoice and Benjamin Marias from the AIR agency explain in this exclusive advance interview why both subjects are so important.
Q: Frau Rodewald, Herr Marias, why and when did recycling become one of your focus issues?

A: We started to offer workshops on this subject in the summer of 2015. It is so very important to use recycled textiles if we are to conserve our resources. Especially when considering sportswear and the crude oil used to produce the synthetic fibers: it is a finite, non-renewable resource. But, you have to think even beyond that step: It is just as important to create a full circle: to recycle clothing made from recycled materials not just from raw materials.

Q: Are these points emphasized in your workshops?

A: Yes, that is our exact purpose. We even offer two workshops on this topic at PERFORMANCE DAYS: The first is called "Recycled" and concerns the questions of what materials can be recycled, how they are produced, and where they come from. The second day is devoted to the more important topic of "Recyclable" and what could be done to the product when it is no longer wanted or wearable, what components are recyclable, and how can they be recycled? In our opinion, both topics are extremely important because otherwise, despite the re-use of recycled materials, the process remains a linear one. What is essential is to bring the materials into a closed loop! 

Q: What can participants expect from the workshops?

A: We want to help the participants develop the complex art of thinking in cycles. This includes more than just selecting the right raw materials, the design is also important in terms of product use and end-of-life (EOL), so that a closed loop can be established for the materials. The aim is to show what influence the designers and product managers have and what will and could happen at EOL. 

Q: What are the issues to watch for in the development of new products?

A: Well, just as an example, think about the clothing so often made from blends of fibers. If you use a fabric made from organic cotton and recycled polyester, you can provide what may be an overtly sustainable product, but it is still a linear process! At the end of life, the product cannot presently be recycled. At GreenroomVoice or the AIR Agency, we visit companies to evaluate their product portfolio and explain where there may be more potential for sustainable processes and products, including how to create "cycles of recycling." 

Q: Well, the recycling of polyester is under debate because of the need to first ship the PET bottles halfway around the globe, which leaves an ecological footprint for the recycled fibers that is no better than for new products – What do you have to say about that?

A: First, I think anything that conserves our resources is worthy of consideration. Meanwhile, Europe does have the means to locally recycle and process plastic waste. Regional solutions are also available, for example, Thread, Econyl or Newlife. And don't forget, crude oil is also shipped and some processes simply require a certain volume. It is always better to take small steps and learn from them, than to do nothing. 

Q: Is the sportswear sector ready for these issues?

A: Yes, we note from the interest in our recent workshops now that many companies want to use recycled or renewable materials to protect the resources. The aim of our workshops is not merely to show the various ways a cycle can be established; we also want to provide a platform to build synergies and bring the sportswear sector into the discussions. The details can be explored in follow-on focus workshops and through individual consultations at the companies. 

Q: One last organizational question: Are your workshops at PERFORMANCE DAYS open to all or do we need to register?

A: To help us to provide an effective working/learning environment, advance registration is required. The workshops are free of charge. All the details are provided at: www.performancedays.com. We look forward to working with all the participants!

About GreenroomVoice 
GreenroomVoice is an independent communications platform focused on communicating the ecological and social performance of brands and products in a comprehensive overview. This assists companies to prioritize their activities and on this basis, communicate with more transparency.
The GreenroomVoice platform gives brands the possibility to integrate into showcases and workshops as part of the related theme exhibits at relevant professional trade fairs. Through its cooperation with AIR (Agence Innovation Responsable), an innovation agency that specializes in the circular economy and sustainability, partners are supported in the implementation of responsible solutions.

About Performance Days
PERFORMANCE DAYS – The “functional fabric fair” launched in 2008, is the first and only event created especially for functional fabrics for sports and work clothing. The aim of the semi-annual trade fair is to give leading and innovative textile manufacturers, suppliers and service providers the opportunity to present their functional fabrics, membranes plus treatments, laminates, paddings, finishes, and accessories such as yarns, tapes, prints, buttons and zippers. 

The industry experts who come to this fair – the sports fashion designers, product managers, and decision-makers (see online: Visitor List) represent almost every European active clothing and functional wear manufacturer – can find a complete selection of high quality materials available at just the right time in April/May and November. The dates are intentionally scheduled early thanks to our expertise in functional fabrics and are optimal for summer and winter sport collections. (All trade fair catalogs from past events are available online at Catalogs as well as a listing of current exhibitors at Exhibitor List). 

The relaxed and focused workshop-like atmosphere at PERFORMANCE DAYS differentiates it from the other fairs which are often unmanageable and more stressful. That is one of the reasons why the Munich trade fair at the heart of the European sportswear industry has become one of the top addresses for new fabrics, innovations, and is the preferred meeting place to conduct business. 

In the unique PERFORMANCE FORUM of PERFORMANCE DAYS, the visitor receives an inspiring and well-grounded overview of the new materials, trends, and innovations of the exhibitors. The PERFORMANCE AWARD and the ECO PERFORMANCE AWARD are also presented here.

Qualified guest speakers present special topics and their collaborative ventures to complete the range of information provided at PERFORMANCE DAYS (see online Presentations). 

No entry fee and free admission to all events for industry visitors.
Detailed information and advanced registration online at: www.performancedays.com
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